
 

    

  

Anthem:  The Road Home                                                                                                            Tune:  “Prospect”                                                      

Lyrics by Michael Dennis Browne                                                                         from Southern Harmony 1835  

                                                                                                                                        adapted by Stephen Paulus 

 

From the composer Stephen Paulus: “ I discovered a tune in a folk song book called ‘The Lone Wild Bird.’  The 

tune…is pentatonic and that is part of its attraction.  Pentatonic scales have been extant for centuries and are 

prevalent in almost all musical cultures throughout the world.  They are universal.” 

Paulus continued by saying that he “fell in love” with the tune and 

asked his friend and colleague, Michael Dennis Browne to write 

new words for the tune.   He described Browne’s three verses 

entitled ‘The Road Home’ as eloquently telling of “returning” or 

“coming home” after being lost or wandering.  He said that 

universal theme has resonated well with choirs around the world.   

Paulus said, “It is just more evidence that often the most powerful 

and beautiful message is often a simple one.” 
                 from WORK STORY: The Road Home – Stephen Paulus Music      

______ 

For thought:  Paulus notes one level of the message of this song 

with its gentle, yearning melody.  After reading the poetic lyrics of 

the anthem again, can you identify another?   Then read below 

what Browne has said. 

_______ 

From the librettist Michael Dennis Brown:  Stephen Paulus “played 

the notes for me on the piano, I recorded it….  I did what I needed 

to do: spent a lot of time with the medley and tried to see what it 

might be trying to say.  I was between visits to England, where my 

beloved sister Angela had become ill, and I was certainly thinking, 

on one level, of ‘the old country’ which I left in 1965 to come to the 

United States.”  “What I was looking for was a significant simplicity, 

something memorable and resonant and patterned…  Little by 

little, the words came.  I thought of the speaker as a persona rather 

than myself….  I was also trying to suggest the consolation that can 

come to someone of faith, in times of great stress, as a result of 

prayer and an abiding belief in divine mercy. 
                    from WORK STORY: The Road Home – Stephen Paulus Music 

Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father, for earthly homes where we belong and feel secure and loved, we thank you.  

For the heavenly home prepared with the security and love beyond anything we can now imagine, we thank 

you.  Please protect our earthly homes and keep us steady on the road to the heavenly home awaiting us.  

Amen.  

                  The Road Home 
Tell me, where is the road 

I can call my own, 

That I left, that I lost 

So long ago? 

All these years I have wandered, 

Oh when will I know 

There's a way, there's a road 

That will lead me home? 

 

After wind, after rain, 

When the dark is done, 

As I wake from a dream 

In the gold of day, 

Through the air there's a calling 

From far away, 

There's a voice I can hear 

That will lead me home. 

Rise up, follow me, 

Come away, is the call, 

With the love in your heart 

As the only song; 

There is no such beauty 

As where you belong; 

Rise up, follow me, 

I will lead you home. 
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